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Group%A:%%Generally%these%students%would%not%consider%themselves%

to%be%very%strong%English%students%in%August.%%%
%
Student'1))August'Essay'

'
Joshua'in'a'Box'

Joshua'was'stuck'in'a'box.''He'tried'so'hard'to'escape,'but'everything'he'
tried'turned'against'him.''Joshua'used'his'head,'fee,'and'fists'trying'to'escape'
from'the'box.''Joshua'at'last'was'finally'outside'of'the'box'and'he'was'jumping'
with'joy.''He'wasn’t'out'for'long.''Joshua'himself'turned'into'a'box.'

The'ide'that'I'got'from'watching'this'film'is'to'always'be'happy.''My'
reasoning'for'that'is,'when'he'calmed'himself'down'and'wasn’t'frustrated,'he'
achieved'his'goal.''Which'at'the'time'was'to'get'out'of'the'box.''

'
Student'1))May'Essay'
'

Kiwi'A'Flight'
The'short'animation'film'Kiwi,'created'by'Dony'Permedi,'was'a'story'

about'a'Kiwi'bird,'fulfilling'its'dream.'Permedi'showed'this'by'implementing'
different'types'of'audio'and'visual'tracks'in'this'animation'film.'Permedi'put'
the'perfect'music'to'fit'what'was'happening'during'the'scenes.'He'didn't'have'
any'text'tracks,'disregarding'his'credentials.''

'
He'had'shown'a'lot'of'different'interesting'visuals'in'this'film.'I'think'that'

he'is'trying'to'show'that'the'Kiwi'bird'is'a'very'smart'animal.'In'the'beginning'
he'shows'the'bird'tying'a'rope'on'tree'with'a'knot.'It'all'shows'the'Kiwi'nailing'
in'a'tree'into'the'mountain'side'horizontally.'Now,'i'feel'that'he'has'a'type'of'
bias'towards'this'type'of'bird.'Showing'a'little'bird'doing'these'actions'that'a'
human'being'couldn't'even'do.'I'also'noticed'that'when'Kiwi'was'falling'to'his'
eventual'death,'he'just'grew'small'wings.'Near'the'very'end'you'see'Kiwi'
closing'his'eyes'and'a'tear'rolls'down'his'face.'How'he'portrayed'the'Kiwi'as'a'
smart'bird'in'the'beggining,'did'not'finish'the'same'because'the'tear'coming'
from'Kiwi'was'obvious'that'the'Kiwi'knew'he'couldn't'fly'but'did'it'anyway.''

'
He'did'not'include'any'text'tracks'but'in'my'opinion'he'could'have'in'

certain'parts'of'the'film.'I'think'he'could'have'explained'on'the'screen'what'a'
Kiwi'bird'is.'If'he'would'have'put'like,'Kiwi'birds'can't'fly'or'something'like'
that,'it'changes'the'how'you'view'the'film'right'from'the'beginning'and'you'
cant'even'more'drowned'in'when'he's'close'to'falling.''

'
During'the'whole'film'he'had'music'and'a'lot'of'background'noise.'He'

only'had'two'different'tunes'playing,'in'the'beginning'and'at'the'end.'The'tune'
in'the'beginning'just'draws'you'into'the'film'with'a'nice'kind'of'welcoming'
tune.'The'ending'tune'was'exactly'the'opposite.'It'was'kind'of'depressing'and'it'
had'more'of'no'welcoming'feel.'All'the'sounds'in'this'film'were'non]dietitian'



because'its'an'animated'film.'From'the'sounds'of'the'nails'nailing'in'the'tree'or'
the'big'thump'as'he'fell'to'his'death.''

'
Unfortunately,'Kiwi'couldn't'have'his'dream'and'fell'to'his'death'doing'it.'

Permedi'was'trying'to'show'that'not'all'dreams'come.'
'
Group%B:%These%students%would%be%characterized%as%pretty%typical%

entering%sophomores%in%August.%%
'
Student'2))August'Essay'

' '



Student'2))May'Essay'

'
' '



'
Student'3))August'Essay'
'

Life'Related'to'a'Box'
'
Today'I'watched'the'clip'Joshua'in'a'box.''In'this'film'it'shows'some'sort'

of'an'animal'who'is'suddenly'trapped'in'a'box.''When'he'realizes'that'he'is'
stuck'in'the'box'he'becomes'curious'as'to'how'he'got'into'the'box'and'how'he’s'
supposed'to'get'out.''He'becomes'very'frustrated'because'he'can’t'find'his'way'
out'and'he'really'wants'to'get'out.''Eventually'he'finds'his'way'out'a'crack'in'
the'side'of'the'box.''Right'after'he'gets'out'he'is'very'happy'and'relieved'not'to'
be'trapped'in'the'box'anymore.''After'his'choice'has'really'sunk'in'he'
immediately'gets'homesick.''He'misses'his'box,'his'shelter,'his'home.''The'
ending'is'very'surprising,'he'suddenly'turns'into'a'box'himself'and'there'is'a'
new'animal'in'the'box'that'he'made.'

In'this'paragraph'I'will'explain'what'I'think'the'clip'represents.''I'
personally'think'that'the'box'represents'the'family'of'Joshua.''I'also'think'that'
Joshua'represents'a'teenager.''He'struggles'to'get'out'of'his'box'and'gets'very'
upset'when'he'can’t.''This'is'like'a'teen'asking'their'parents'for'permission'to'



do'something'and'their'parents'don’t'let'them.'When'Joshua'finally'gets'out'of'
the'b'ox,'he'realizes'that'it’s'all'fun'and'games'anymore.''Just'like'when'you'go'
off'to'college.''Then'when'Joshua'turns'into'a'box'I'think'it'shows'that'he'grew'
up'and'is'not'experiencing'the'same'thing'that'his'parents,'or'the'box,'did.''He'
had'his'own'kids'and'mow'he'wants'them'to'stay'in'the'box,'just'like'his'
parents'made'him.'

'
'
Student'3))May'Essay'
'

'
' '



' '
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Group%C:%%Generally,%these%students%were%pretty%strong%students%in%
August%and%remained%that%way%throughout%the%year.%

'
Student'4))August'Essay'
'

' '



Student'4))May'Essay'
'

Joshua'in'a'Box'Analysis'
We'tell'ourselves'“I'want'to'be'my'own'person”,'and'society'tell'us'to'“be'

yourself!”'and'so'many'other'things'like'this,'but'we'don’t'really'follow'
through'with'what'we'think'we'will'do.'We'try'so'hard'to'get'out'of'what'
others'tell'us'to'do,'but'we'end'up'being'the'person'who'is'pressuring'others'to'
change.'Throughout'Joshua'in'a'Box,'John'Lange'demonstrates'the'issue'of'
conformity.'This'idea'can'be'analyzed'and'used'to'learn'a'lesson'about'life.''

'
' The'box'in'Joshua'in'a'Box'symbolizes'conformity.'At'the'beginning'of'

the'short'film,'Joshua'is'“investigating”'the'box,'or'the'idea'of'conformity.'This'
is'just'like'in'real'life,'when'people'start'to'realize'that'they'are'conforming'to'
other'people’s'actions'and'ways'of'life.''

'
Next,'Joshua'become'very'angry'at'the'box'and'starts'banging'on'the'

sides'and'ends'up'kicking'it,'and'stubbing'his'toe.'After'that,'he'runs'into'the'
wall'and'crashes'to'the'ground.'This'relates'to'real'life'because'we,'as'humans,'
experience'trouble'when'we'are'figuring'things'out'in'life.'For'example,'in'high'
school,'students'are'pressured'to'be'like'everybody'else,'to'conform.'During'
the'high'school'years,''students'experience'great'difficulty'trying'to'figure'out'
who'they'really'are.'Students'are'pressuring'other'students'to'be'just'like'
them,'and'unfortunately,'many'students'go'through'these'difficult'situations'
and'have'changed.'Joshua'is'showing'a'small'scale'of'this.'He'is'trapped'in'the'
box,'which'is'telling'him'to'conform'to'the'box,'to'change'himself'to'be'able'to'
stay'in'the'box.'When'he'is'angry,'he'is'showing'that'he'doesn't'want'to'
conform,'but'he'is'still'going'through'this'"conformity'process".''

'
Later'in'the'video,'Joshua'gets'up,'and'thinks'about'his'situation.'This'is'

just'like'what'we'should'do'in'our'life'when'we'experience'problems'dealing'
with'conformity,'or'anything'else'for'that'matter.'We'need'to'think'through'
things'before'getting'angry'at'everything'and'everyone.'Taking'just'a'few'
minutes'before'taking'action'can'really'help'the'outcome'of'your'situation.'

'
Next,'Joshua'finds'a'hole'in'the'box'and'eventually'finds'his'way'out'of'it.'

When'people'experience'conformity,'they'will'try'to'find'a'way'out'of'it.'We,'as'
a'society,'try'to'find'the'easiest'way'out'of'situations'that'we'don’t'want'to'be'
in.'In'Joshua's'case,'he'just'wanted'to'get'out'of'the'box,'and'get'away'from'
what'the'box'was'trying'to'make'him'conform'to.'

'
Finally,'after'he'climbs'out'of'the'box,'Joshua'sheds'a'tear'and'then'

becomes'a'box'himself.'This'symbolizes'how'some'humans'cope'with'their'
struggles.'People'cry,'and'feel'sorry'for'themselves'for'a'little'bit,'but'then'they'
take'action,'and'in'this'case'Joshua'becomes'a'problem'for'other'people.'He'
ended'up'being'the'person'that'is'trying'to'conform'others.'In'general,'society'
today'ends'up'conforming'to'what'others'tell'it'to'do,'and'then'they'tell'others'



how'they'should'conform'to'society.'It'is'just'a'revolving'cycle.'We'become'
what'we'are'trying'to'escape.''

'
The'audio'track'emphasizes'this'theme'even'more.'At'the'beginning,'the'

music'sounds'kind'of'western'and'gives'the'video'a'tough'feel,'it'makes'the'
viewer'feel'like'something'drastic'is'going'to'change'in'the'video.'Throughout'
the'film,'the'intensity'of'the'music'depends'on'what'is'going'on'with'Joshua.'
When'he'is'mad'at'the'box,'the'song'gets'more'intense.'When'Joshua'is'
thinking'about'his'options,'it'slows'down'and'kind'of'relaxes'the'viewer.'This'
helps'the'viewer'understand'the'film'more.'Overall,'the'audio'track'helps'to'
increase'the'effectiveness'of'theme'and'helps'the'viewer'feel'like'they'know'
even'more'about'what'is'going'on'in'the'film.'

'
As'you'can'see,'the'theme'of'this'video'is'quite'simple:'conformity.'

Joshua'is'being'pressured'to'conform'to'the'box'and'he'doesn't'like'it,'but'after'
a'while,'he'ends'being'the'one'who'is'trying'to'conform'others.'This'is'just'like'
our'society'today,'we'become'what'we'are'trying'to'escape.'It'is'a'vicious'cycle'
that'is'ruining'the'human'race.''

'
' '



Student'5))August'Essay'
'

'
'
'
Student'5))May'Essay'
'

Boxed'In'
Joshua'In'A'Box,'a'film'by'John'Lange,'Joshua'represents'someone'being'

in'kept'under'a'set'of'rules.'And'the'message'is'that'rules'are'put'in'place'for'a'
your'own'good.'By'analyzing'the'beginning,'middle,'and'end'of'the'film,'it'is'
logical'to'believe'this'message.'

In'the'beginning'Joshua'doesn't'seem'to'mind'the'box.'The'story'starts'
out'with'Joshua'being'placed'inside'a'box,'which'represents'a'set'of'rules.'
Joshua'doesn't'seem'to'have'a'choice'of'if'he'wants'to'be'in'or'outside'the'box'
at'the'beginning.'This'would'be'like'growing'up'with'your'parents,'you'don't'
get'to'choose'your'parents'and'their'rules.'Then'Joshua'checks'the'limitations'



of'the'box'by'looking'around,'like'a'kid'seeing'how'much'he'could'get'away'
with'before'his'parents'became'angry.'

Then'Joshua'gets'anxious'and'he'tries'to'bust'out'of'the'box.'Teens'try'to'
break'out'of'the'set'of'rules'because'they'doesn't'like'being'restricted.'But'
Joshua'has'no'effect'on'the'box'put'in'place.'Like'when'parents'won't'budge'on'
giving'you'a'later'curfew.'Joshua'then'gets'furious'and''keeps'pounding'into'
the'side'of'the'box,'like'a'teenager'doing'something'against'the'restrictions'
their'parents'set.'In'the'film'Joshua'doesn't'know'what's'one'the'other'side,'so'
he'doesn't'know'what'he'is'getting'into.'The'box'is'their'to'contain'him'until'he'
is'ready.'This'is'like'kids'thinking'they'can'live'on'their'own'but'their'parents'
know'what'they'are'not'ready,'so'the'parents'put'rules'in'place'to'protect'the'
kid'until'they'are'mature'enough'to'be'on'their'own.'

When'Joshua'pushes'through'the'box'it'represents'when'a'kid'leaves'his'
parents'to'live'on'his'own.'And'Joshua'sheds'a'tear'when'he'realizes'how'good'
his'life'was'back'in'the'box.'This'would'be'comparable'to'a'teen'anxious'to'go'
off'to'college'but'then'realizes'that'living'with'your'parent's'rules'wasn't'that'
bad.'And'finally'Joshua'turns'into'a'box'and'another'similar'character'appears'
inside'the'box.'Just'like'someone'becomes'a'parent'and'sets'rules'for'their'kids.'

By'seeing'the'connections'of'Joshua'in'his'box'to'a'kid'under'a'set'of'
rules'it'is'easy'to'see'the'relation'to'a'kid'under'a'set'of'rules.'By'having'Joshua'
represent'a'kid'growing'into'an'adult,'John'Lange'is'able'to'get'his'message'
across'that'rules'are'put'in'place'because'we'don't'always'know'what'is'best'
for'ourselves.''

'
'

General%Observations%
'
After'spending'9'months'with'these'students'and'looking'at'all'of'the'

essays,'I'have'these'thoughts:'
• None'of'these'essays'is'“perfect”'in'any'sense'of'the'word.''All'of'

them'need'more'revision,'more'crafting,'a'“cooling'off”'period'
and'a're]seeing'period'leading'to'a'true'“revision”'period.''The'
idea'of'actually're]vising'or're]writing'a'paper'still'seems'to'be'an'
anathema'to'sophomores'(and'nearly'all'high'school'students)'
that'I'work'with'these'days.'

• All'of'these'essays'conformed'to'the'standard'school]essay'
convention.''The'writers'did'not'pull'from'experiences'“outside”'
of'the'film'to'explain'the'film.''They'are'all,'as'sophomores,'well'
on'their'way'to'mastering'“essay]speak.”'Unfortunately,'I'really'
don’t'want'them'to'continue'down'that'path.''Writing'a'“real”'
non]school'essay'in'school'is'more'entertaining'for'the'writer'and'
the'reader.'

• There'is'clear'evidence'that'in'the'May'essays,'students'are'using'
the'writing'and'thinking'strategies'that'were'practiced'through'



out'the'course.''Again,'they'are'a'long'ways'from'mastery'or'
proficiency,'but'they'are'making'progress.'

• Aside'from'Student'4’s'essay,'these'are'pretty'typical.''
Somewhere'in'the'middle'of'second'semester,'Student'4'decided'
that'she'could'and'should'improve'his/her'performance.''
Growing'tired'of'always'delaying'work'and'fighting'a'deadline'
(usually'losing'to'the'deadline),'this'student'decided'that'life'
could'be'lived'in'a'different'way,'and'at'least'for'the'remainder'of'
the'semester,'struggled'to'change'the'work'habits'and'the'
attitudes'that'guided'his/her'work.''Of'all'my'students,'her'
progress'was'the'most'dramatic,'but'it'was'also'not'typical.''

• Some'one,'somewhere,'can'assign'a'numerical'score'to'the'August'
essay'and'then'a'score'for'the'May'essay'in'order'to'determine'
whether'or'not'students'have'improved.''It'seems'to'me,'
however,'that'translating'learning'into'a'number'or'a'grade'
actually'devalues'the'growth'that'has'taken'place.'

• In'many'ways,'this'exercise'is'nothing'more'than'a'pre]test'and'a'
post]test.''But'to'me,'it'feels'different.''When'I'take'pre]test,'I'
really'do'not'expect'to'know'much'about'the'topic'because'I'have'
not'studied'it.''In'this'case,'students'should'be'able'to'explain'
what'a'text'means'and'to'explain'how'they'arrive'at'that'
understanding.''In'these'essays,'I'think'I'have'a'picture'of'the'
student’s'thinking/writing'skill'in'August'and'in'May.''I'do'not'
feel'compelled'to'have'a'rubric'score.'

• Every'student'was'able'to'see'the'difference'between'their'work'
in'August'and'their'work'in'May.''They'could'see'how'their'
thinking,'their'analysis,'and'their'writing'had'improved.'This'was'
probably'the'most'important'aspect'of'this'task.''Student'memory'
about'a'class'seems'to'stretch'back'about'three'weeks.''Many'
times'students'will'end'a'class'thinking'that'it'was'a'waste'of'time'
or'useless.''Here,'however,'every'student'had'proof'that'the'
course,'whether'they'liked'it'or'not,'had'not'been'fruitless.'

'
As'a'gardener,'I'know'that'when'I'plant'my'tomatoes'in'the'spring,'I'will'

see'no'evidence'of'growth'while'the'roots'develop,'and'the'worse'thing'that'I'
can'do'is'to'disturb'the'plant'to'see'if'everything'is'“ok.”''When'I'fertilize'my'
plants,'I'realize'that'I'will'not'see'the'results'the'next'day.''I'need'to'weed,'
monitor'for'insects'and'disease,'but'most'of'all,'I'need'to'give'the'plant'time'to'
accept'my'tending'and'to'grow.'Even'though'daily'assessments'will'probably'
be'administrated'as'a'means'to'being'an'effective'teacher,'we'cannot'forget'
that'effective'teachers'also'plant'seeds'of'learning'that'develop'and'grow'over'
time—in'fact'learning'demands'time'(and'practice)'to'bear'the'fruits'of'the'
student’s'and'the'teacher’s'labor.'
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